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Dear Parents Anticipating the Baptism of your Child,

This letter will hopefully answer some of the questions you might have about preparation for the sacrament
of Baptism. This sacrament is the beginning of the initiation process into the Catholic Church for your child
and the first step on the life long journey as a disciple of Jesus.

As parents you have been entrusted with the important task of first teacher and role model in handing on
the faith to your child. We support you in this desire, and we will provide you with additional formation
and instruction as you pursue this ministry centered in the Christian home and parish community.
Deepening your own faith life and enriching your understanding of the sacrament of Baptism will be the
focus of our Baptism preparation sessions.

In preparation for the baptism of your child, your parish faith community needs your participation. This
begins with registering in the parish if you have not already done so and attending Mass regularly. Pre-
registration Forms are available in the parish office or church vestibule for your convenience. A Welcome
Orientation is held on the second Monday of the month at 7:00p.m. in the church hall. At that time you
will have an opportunity to register in the parish and ask any questions you may have. We invite you to
introduce yourselves to the priests and stop by the parish office any time during business hours. You are
invited to come downstairs for coffee and donuts on the appropriate Sunday mornings.

As members of the parish, your regular attendance at weekly Mass supports your desire for baptism for
your child and is an essential element in the formation process you are beginning with that child. Newly
registered families are asked to enter into the sacramental life of the parish for several months prior to
requesting baptism for their child. Baptism preparation will not be scheduled until that time. In lieu of
waiting six months, you may submit a letter from your previous parish stating that you were active
members of your church.

For those not married in the Catholic Church, Deacon Tom Liotta will be happy to work with you to assist
you in reentering the sacramental life of the Church through validation of your marriage, if that is possible.
This preparation must take place before baptism preparation. Please call him at 720-733-8110 to arrange this.

Godparents provide additional support to parents in their task of educating and living out the faith in daily
life. This necessarily requires a strong foundation in Catholic faith and worship. Every child needs one
Catholic godparent (godmother/godfather is traditional). This person will be asked to have their parish
submit a letter of recommendation to the office before the baptism. Guidelines for a godparent are:

1. Sixteen years or older with sufficient maturity in the faith to carry out the responsibilities of a godparent
2. Fully initiated member of the Church, having received the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation 3. Attendance at Mass 4. Frequent reception of the sacraments 5. Marriage in the Catholic
Church, if they are married 6. Participation in a baptism preparation class within the last three years. The
Church wants godparents to know that their role is more than a formality.

Baptism preparation is required for parents (and godparents, see above) who have not attended a class
within the last three years here in the Diocese of Colorado Springs. The Diocese mandates that a minimum
of four hours of formation and information be offered in preparation for baptism. St. Francis of Assisi
offers a two-session series of evenings over a two-month period of time, usually on the third Wednesday of
the month, to update and enrich your experience of this sacrament. To register for the sessions, please call
the parish office at 303-688-3025. Please feel free to bring any questions or concerns you may have to the
class or call the parish office.

Once the preparation has taken place for the baptism, please call the parish office to schedule the date. The
appropriate time and place for a baptism is during the Sunday liturgy when the entire assembly can
celebrate with the family and welcome a new member into the faith community. Baptisms are not done
during Lent because of the liturgical significance of that season.

The baptism of a child is, indeed, a very special and joyful occasion for the whole parish community. As
Church, we wish to support you in handing on the Catholic faith to a new generation. God bless you in this
important ministry.

In Christ’s peace,
Adult Formation Ministry




