St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
Workcamp 2027 Informational Meeting
October 6, 2026

What is Workcamp?
Workcamp is an annual, Christ centered mission trip where we gather with youth from all over the country in a community with great need. In that community we do home repair, painting and other various jobs that the residents might need done while keeping the focus of the mission on growing closer to Christ. Workcamp is a profound experience for our youth to encounter our Lord in service of others. 

Some of the jobs on this trip include:
· Porch and deck repair/construction
· Wheelchair ramp construction
· Indoor painting
· Outdoor painting
· General home repair projects that the homeowner could not otherwise complete

Some Things to Know:
To be considered for the trip, every student must complete and application, sign the Guidelines and Expectations and pay the nonrefundable $100 deposit by the October 25th deadline. The completed application and deposit are required to hold your spot. This goes for new and returning youth. 
Please email Sheri Kilman if you have financial concerns: skilman@stfranciscr.org

2027 Workcamp Information:
Location: Mexico, Missouri
Dates: July 10-18, 2027  
Cost:   $1,660 (This price is based on 25 youth attending and is subject to change)
Travel:  we will be traveling by charter bus
Workcamp Theme: Unfiltered – In a world shaped by filters and filled with AI, it can be difficult to know what’s real. Social feeds are curated, photos are edited, and life is often presented at its very best, not always as it truly is. Rooted in Psalm 139: 23-24, this year’s theme encourages students to be fully known by God, not just the version they show others. Through Scripture, service and meaningful relationships, students will begin to see that following Jesus in not about appearances; it’s about the truth. 

This is a large camp with 100+ participants expected. We will be staying in a school, where girls are placed in one section and boys in another. We also use the school showers, cafeteria and usually sleep in classrooms or the gym.
Adult chaperones:
This trip is an enormous undertaking for the adults who take the youth on this mission. We spend a lot of time and energy in prayer, organizing/running fundraisers, and leading the youth during the trip. Please be aware of this as you consider chaperoning.
Note: the cost for adult chaperones is covered by the youth.

Fundraising:
Every youth attending Workcamp is required to earn their way by participating in group fundraisers. The purpose of the fundraiser is not only to earn money for Workcamp, but to build community and fellowship with each other. There are ample opportunities to earn money, so all the youth should be able to earn most, if not all, of their way.

Below are the scheduled fundraisers: (there is a possibility for additional fundraisers) 

November 14 —Turkey Bingo
November 21 – Holiday Craft Fair
February 6 – Mardi Gras Bingo
February 27/28 and April 13/14  – Butterbraid sales
Silent Auction---TBD

Other optional ideas to fund your trip: 

Family/Friend Letters
· Each teen sends a letter to at family and friends asking for donations to help fundraise for their trip. A sample letter is provided on the next page. Feel free to edit it however you see fit and make sure to hand sign it.














Sample personal donation letter:

Dear

This summer, I will be going with a group of my peers to Mexico, Missouri for a week-long Workcamp Mission trip! Our church has been going on these mission trips every summer for over 25 years, so this is a rich tradition of service that I get to be a part of.
	During our week-long stay we can be expected to do the following work: building wheelchair ramps, repairing roofs, painting homes inside and out, landscaping, and more. We will be joined be 100+ other young people from around the country to serve the less fortunate of the community.
To go on this incredible mission, we are required to raise $1,660 each. This money pays for our bus, camp registrations and everything needed to get our large group to Missouri and back. Would you consider being our mission partners? Whether it is $20, $100, or $200 any donation you make to our trip is greatly appreciated and is tax deductible (I will send a letter with the tax information after our trip). Above all, I would love for you to be my mission partner in prayer. As soon as you read this letter, please start praying for all of us going on mission, the people we will encounter and our safety there and back.
If you would like more information about the organization we are going on mission with go to this webiste: https://groupmissiontrips.com/ or feel free to contact our group leader, Sheri Kilman, at skilman@stfranciscr.org 
Thank you for prayerfully considering joining me on this mission of a lifetime and I hope to hear from you soon!


